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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  nineteenth  President  of 
the  United  States  was  born  in  Hardin  County, 
Kentucky,  February  12th.  1809.  He  was  the 
second  son  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln ; 
was  elected  to  the  Presidency  in  1860  and  assas- 
sinated in  Washington,  April  15th,  1865,  shortly 
after  his  inauguration  for  the  second  term.  He 
was  buried  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  May  4th.  During 
his  first  term  of  office  the  Civil  War  raged  with  all 
its  violence,  but  his  sagacity  and  patriotism  during 
this  trying  period  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
all  the  people.  His  speech  delivered  on  November 
19th,  1863  upon  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the 
battlefield  of  Gettysburg  as  a  burying  place  for 
those  who  had  sacrificed  their  lives  on  what  has 
become  historic  ground,  which  appears  on  the 
following  pages  was  short  yet  remarkable  in  many 
ways.  At  the  time  it  was  over  shadowed  by  the 
powerful  address  of  Edward  Everett  but  we  are 
told  that  in  a  few  days,  when  the  people  of  the 
country  at  large  had  fairly  digested  it,  they  pro- 
claimed it  as  we  of  the  present  time  do,  one  of  the 
few  masterpieces  of  oratory  that  the  world  has 
received.  It  is  compact  of  wisdom  and  the  simplest 
elements  of  eloquence,  yet  its  sentences  which  have 
become  classic  will  be  prized  by  generations  yet 
unborn. 


THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 

tT'OURSCORE  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers 
brought  forth  on  this  continent,  a  new 
nation,  conceived  in  Liberty,  and  dedicated  to 
the  proposition  that  all  men  are  created  equal. 
Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war, 
testing  whether  that  nation,  or  any  nation  so 
conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  long  endure. 
We  are  met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  that  war. 
We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  that 
field  as  a  final  resting-place  for  those  who  here 
gave  their  lives  that  that  nation  might  live.  It  is 
altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  do 
this.  But,  in  a  larger  sense,  we  can  not  dedi- 
cate —  we  can  not  consecrate  —  we  can  not 
hallow — this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living 
and  dead,  who  struggled  here,  have  consecrated 
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it,  far  above  our  poor  power  to  add  or  detract. 
The  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember 
what  we  say  here,  but  it  can  never  forget  what 
they  did  here.  It  is  for  us  the  living,  rather, 
to  be  dedicated  here  to  the  unfinished  work 
which  they  who  fought  here  have  thus  far  so 
nobly  advanced.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here 
dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before 
us — that  from  these  honored  dead  we  take  in- 
creased devotion  to  that  cause  for  which  they 
gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion — that  we 
here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not 
have  died  in  vain — that  this  nation,  under  God, 
shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom — and  that 
government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for 
the    people,  shall  not    perish    from    the    earth. 


"  Gold  is  good  in  its  place  ;  but  brave,  patriotic 
men  are  better  than  gold." 

"  The  mystic  chords  of  memory  stretching  from 
every  battle-field  and  grave  to  every  living  heart 
and  hearthstone  all  over  this  broad  land  will  yet 
swell  the  chorus  of  the  union." 

"Truth  is  your  truest  friend,  no  matter  what 
the  circumstances." 

"With  firmness  in  the  right,  as  God  gave  us  to 
see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we 
are  in." 

"Let  us  have  faith  that  right  makes  might,  and 
in  that  faith  let  us  to  the  end  dare  to  do  our  duty, 
as  we  understand  it." 

Jihraham  Lincoln 
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